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Inter-agency Staff on the Webinar

Jana Ferguson, Assistant Commissioner, DPFH

Sam Wong and Ron O'Connor, Office of Local and Regional Health, DPH

Dr. Catherine Brown and Laurie Courtney, Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Seiences, DPH
Donna Quinn, Office of Preparedness and Emergency Management, DPH

Sharon Lee, Bureau of Environmental Health

Helene Bettencourt, Anne Gilligan, and Anne Marie Stronach , Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education

Cheryl Sbarra, Massachusetts Association of Health Boards

Jeff Farnsworth, Executive Office of Public Safety and Security

Kristina Crandall, Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency

Announcements:

-Department of Labor Standards staff have stepped out of these webinars since workplace
standards have been lifted.

-New Director for the Office of Local and Regional Health, Dr. Sam Wong.

-Massachusetts Environmental Public Health Tracking Tool: Helps to identify environmental

justice communities and provide additional demographic population. Data currently being
updated by DPH so not all elements of the site are available right now.
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https://matracking.ehs.state.ma.us/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/environmental-justice-populations-in-massachusetts
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/environmental-justice-populations-in-massachusetts
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An example of one of the reports you can pull for your community:

MA DPH Environmental Justice Tool
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Worcester contains one or more neighborhoods meeting the following EJ Policy criteria,
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Summary  EJ Criterla ‘@ Vulnerable Health EJ Criteria
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State City/Town
Click a citytown for detafed data
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Q: Please explain what “stable” and “unstable” mean? And what does “NS” mean?

A: Stable means that there is enough data to support the findings. Unstable means that there is
not enough data to draw conclusions. NS means “not shown due to small numbers,” that there
are not enough data (fewer than 10 cases) to publish and the numbers are so small that it
compromises patient privacy.

Q: How frequently is the data updated?
A: If data is available, we try to update new data as soon as its released, but in general yearly.

Q: When will this tool be available to LBOH?
A: We are hoping that the tool can be launched in the next month or so.

Q: Is there an opportunity to learn more about how to use this resource?
A: Yes, please reach out to us via email and we are happy to do one-on-one demos. DPH-MA-
EPHT@state.ma.us or sharon.lee@mass.gov



mailto:DPH-MA-EPHT@state.ma.us
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Q: Where do you collect your data?
A: Data comes from either ACS (American Community Survey), CHIA (Center for Health
Information and Analysis), and/or Registry of Vital Records and Statistics. Data sets are served
up from MassGIS. We have a working relationship through MAPC, but we don’t work with them
directly.

-ACIP updates: Met last week, and on Wednesday they spent the day discussing COVID-19
Vaccine, including myocarditis and pericarditis following the mRNA vaccines. At the end of the
day, HHS, CDC, and 15 other organizations released a statement all in support of the COVID-19
vaccines saying the benefits outweigh the risks. On the 25%, for Moderna and Pfizer, the EUA
were updated to include some wording about myocarditis/pericarditis and symptoms to watch
out for and what a provider should do.

-MassNotify: Over a million users have registered for MassNotify. Outreach toolkit is now
available. Materials will be sent out to everyone.
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RADIO BANNERS

Delta variant: Data indicate that it’s even more transmissible than the alpha variant, and
because of this the delta variant is increasingly becoming a larger proportion of cases. (25% of
the US Cases, in MA it is about 6-10%). Vaccines are still effective against the delta variant, but
the concern now is transmission in low-vaccinated areas.

Q: J&J vaccine vs. mRNA vaccine, is J&J not as good at protecting against the delta variant?
A: Data across the board are a bit better for Moderna/Pfizer than for J&J, but it is still a highly
effective vaccine in preventing severe disease (hospitalization and death).

Questions answered out loud from the Q&A Chat:
All questions answered.



https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massgis-bureau-of-geographic-information
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/06/23/statement-following-cdc-acip-meeting-nations-leading-doctors-nurses-public-health-leaders-benefits-vaccination.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-june-25-2021

